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(Added Pub. L. 96417, title II, §201, Oct. 10, 1980,
94 Stat. 1729.)

PRIOR PROVISIONS

A prior section 1583, act June 25, 1948, ch. 646, 62 Stat.
943, related to certain cases of exclusive jurisdiction of
the Customs Court, prior to repeal by Pub. L. 91-271,
title I, §111, June 2, 1970, 84 Stat. 278.

EFFECTIVE DATE

Section applicable with respect to civil actions com-
menced on or after Nov. 1, 1980, see section 701(b)(1)(A)
of Pub. L. 96417, set out as an Effective Date of 1980
Amendment note under section 251 of this title.

§1584. Civil actions under the North American
Free Trade Agreement or the United States-
Canada Free-Trade Agreement

The United States Court of International
Trade shall have exclusive jurisdiction of any
civil action which arises under section 777(f) of
the Tariff Act of 1930 and is commenced by the
United States to enforce administrative sanc-
tions levied for violation of a protective order or
an undertaking.

(Added Pub. L. 100-449, title IV, §402(d)(1), Sept.
28, 1988, 102 Stat. 1884; amended Pub. L. 103-182,
title IV, §414(a)(2), Dec. 8, 1993, 107 Stat. 2147.)

REFERENCES IN TEXT

Section 777(f) of the Tariff Act of 1930, referred to in
text, is classified to section 1677f(f) of Title 19, Customs
Duties.

PRIOR PROVISIONS

A prior section 1584, added Pub. L. 96-417, title II,
§201, Oct. 10, 1980, 94 Stat. 1729, provided that if a civil
action within the exclusive jurisdiction of the Court of
International Trade was commenced in a district court
of the United States, the district court, in the interest
of justice, was to transfer such civil action to the Court
of International Trade, where such action would pro-
ceed as if it had been commenced in the Court of Inter-
national Trade in the first instance, and that if a civil
action within the exclusive jurisdiction of a district
court, a court of appeals, or the Court of Customs and
Patent Appeals was commenced in the Court of Inter-
national Trade, the Court of International Trade, in
the interest of justice, would transfer such civil action
to the appropriate district court or court of appeals or
to the Court of Customs and Patent Appeals where such
action was to proceed as if it had been commenced in
such court in the first instance, prior to repeal by Pub.
L. 97-164, title I, §135, Apr. 2, 1982, 96 Stat. 41, effective
Oct. 1, 1982.

AMENDMENTS

1993—Pub. L. 103-182 amended section catchline gen-
erally, inserting ‘‘the North American Free Trade
Agreement or”’, and in text substituted ‘‘section 777(f)”’
for ‘‘section 777(d)”’.

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1993 AMENDMENT

Amendment by Pub. L. 103-182 effective on the date
the North American Free Trade Agreement enters into
force with respect to the United States [Jan. 1, 1994],
but not applicable to any final determination described
in section 1516a(a)(1)(B) or (2)(B)(i), (ii), or (iii) of Title
19, Customs Duties, notice of which is published in the
Federal Register before such date, or to a determina-
tion described in section 1516a(a)(2)(B)(vi) of Title 19,
notice of which is received by the Government of Can-
ada or Mexico before such date, or to any binational
panel review under the United States-Canada Free-
Trade Agreement, or to any extraordinary challenge
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arising out of any such review that was commenced be-
fore such date, see section 416 of Pub. L. 103-182, set out
as an Effective Date note under section 3431 of Title 19.

EFFECTIVE AND TERMINATION DATES

Section effective on date United States-Canada Free-
Trade Agreement enters into force (Jan. 1, 1989), and to
cease to have effect on date Agreement ceases to be in
force, see section 501(a), (¢c) of Pub. L. 100-449, set out
in a note under section 2112 of Title 19, Customs Duties.

EFFECT OF TERMINATION OF NAFTA COUNTRY STATUS

For provisions relating to effect of termination of
NAFTA country status on sections 401 to 416 of Pub. L.
103-182, see section 3451 of Title 19, Customs Duties.

§ 1585. Powers in law and equity

The Court of International Trade shall possess
all the powers in law and equity of, or as con-
ferred by statute upon, a district court of the
United States.

(Added Pub. L. 96-417, title II, §201, Oct. 10, 1980,
94 Stat. 1730.)
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§1602. Findings and declaration of purpose

The Congress finds that the determination by
United States courts of the claims of foreign
states to immunity from the jurisdiction of such
courts would serve the interests of justice and
would protect the rights of both foreign states
and litigants in United States courts. Under
international law, states are not immune from
the jurisdiction of foreign courts insofar as their
commercial activities are concerned, and their
commercial property may be levied upon for the
satisfaction of judgments rendered against them
in connection with their commercial activities.
Claims of foreign states to immunity should
henceforth be decided by courts of the United
States and of the States in conformity with the
principles set forth in this chapter.

(Added Pub. L. 94-583, §4(a), Oct. 21, 1976, 90 Stat.
2892.)

EFFECTIVE DATE

Section 8 of Pub. L. 94-583 provided that: ‘““This Act
[enacting this chapter and section 1330 of this title,
amending sections 1332, 1391, and 1441 of this title, and
enacting provisions set out as notes under this section
and section 1 of this title] shall take effect ninety days
after the date of its enactment [Oct. 21, 1976].”

SHORT TITLE

For short title of Pub. L. 94-583 as the ‘‘Foreign Sov-
ereign Immunities Act of 1976”°, see section 1 of Pub. L.

180 in original. Does not conform to section catchline.
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94-583, set out as a Short Title of 1976 Amendments
note under section 1 of this title.

SEPARABILITY

Section 7 of Pub. L. 94-583 provided that: “‘If any pro-
vision of this Act [enacting this chapter and section
1330 of this title, amending sections 1332, 1391, and 1441
of this title, and enacting provisions set out as notes
under this section and section 1 of this title] or the ap-
plication thereof to any foreign state is held invalid,
the invalidity does not affect other provisions or appli-
cations of the Act which can be given effect without
the invalid provision or application, and to this end the
provisions of this Act are severable.”

§ 1603. Definitions

For purposes of this chapter—

(a) A ‘““foreign state’’, except as used in sec-
tion 1608 of this title, includes a political sub-
division of a foreign state or an agency or in-
strumentality of a foreign state as defined in
subsection (b).

(b) An ‘“‘agency or instrumentality of a for-
eign state’ means any entity—

(1) which is a separate legal person, cor-
porate or otherwise, and

(2) which is an organ of a foreign state or
political subdivision thereof, or a majority
of whose shares or other ownership interest
is owned by a foreign state or political sub-
division thereof, and

(3) which is neither a citizen of a State of

the United States as defined in section 1332

(c) and (e) of this title, nor created under the

laws of any third country.

(¢c) The ““United States’ includes all terri-
tory and waters, continental or insular, sub-
ject to the jurisdiction of the United States.

(d) A ““‘commercial activity’’ means either a
regular course of commercial conduct or a par-
ticular commercial transaction or act. The
commercial character of an activity shall be
determined by reference to the nature of the
course of conduct or particular transaction or
act, rather than by reference to its purpose.

(e) A ‘‘commercial activity carried on in the
United States by a foreign state’” means com-
mercial activity carried on by such state and
having substantial contact with the United
States.

(Added Pub. L. 94-583, §4(a), Oct. 21, 1976, 90 Stat.
2892; amended Pub. L. 109-2, §4(b)(2), Feb. 18,
2005, 119 Stat. 12.)

AMENDMENTS

2005—Subsec. (b)(3). Pub. L. 109-2 substituted *“(e)’’ for
“)”.

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2005 AMENDMENT

Amendment by Pub. L. 109-2 applicable to any civil
action commenced on or after Feb. 18, 2005, see section
9 of Pub. L. 1092, set out as a note under section 1332
of this title.

§1604. Immunity of a foreign state from jurisdic-
tion

Subject to existing international agreements
to which the United States is a party at the
time of enactment of this Act a foreign state
shall be immune from the jurisdiction of the
courts of the United States and of the States ex-
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cept as provided in sections 1605 to 1607 of this
chapter.

(Added Pub. L. 94-583, §4(a), Oct. 21, 1976, 90 Stat.
2892.)

REFERENCES IN TEXT

The time of enactment of this Act, referred to in
text, probably means the time of enactment of Pub. L.
94-583, which was approved Oct. 21, 1976.

§1605. General exceptions to the jurisdictional
immunity of a foreign state

(a) A foreign state shall not be immune from
the jurisdiction of courts of the United States or
of the States in any case—

(1) in which the foreign state has waived its
immunity either explicitly or by implication,
notwithstanding any withdrawal of the waiver
which the foreign state may purport to effect
except in accordance with the terms of the
waiver;

(2) in which the action is based upon a com-
mercial activity carried on in the United
States by the foreign state; or upon an act per-
formed in the United States in connection
with a commercial activity of the foreign
state elsewhere; or upon an act outside the
territory of the United States in connection
with a commercial activity of the foreign
state elsewhere and that act causes a direct ef-
fect in the United States;

(3) in which rights in property taken in vio-
lation of international law are in issue and
that property or any property exchanged for
such property is present in the United States
in connection with a commercial activity car-
ried on in the United States by the foreign
state; or that property or any property ex-
changed for such property is owned or oper-
ated by an agency or instrumentality of the
foreign state and that agency or instrumental-
ity is engaged in a commercial activity in the
United States;

(4) in which rights in property in the United
States acquired by succession or gift or rights
in immovable property situated in the United
States are in issue;

(5) not otherwise encompassed in paragraph
(2) above, in which money damages are sought
against a foreign state for personal injury or
death, or damage to or loss of property, occur-
ring in the United States and caused by the
tortious act or omission of that foreign state
or of any official or employee of that foreign
state while acting within the scope of his of-
fice or employment; except this paragraph
shall not apply to—

(A) any claim based upon the exercise or
performance or the failure to exercise or per-
form a discretionary function regardless of
whether the discretion be abused, or

(B) any claim arising out of malicious
prosecution, abuse of process, libel, slander,
misrepresentation, deceit, or interference
with contract rights;

(6) in which the action is brought, either to
enforce an agreement made by the foreign
state with or for the benefit of a private party
to submit to arbitration all or any differences
which have arisen or which may arise between
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the parties with respect to a defined legal rela-
tionship, whether contractual or not, concern-
ing a subject matter capable of settlement by
arbitration under the laws of the United
States, or to confirm an award made pursuant
to such an agreement to arbitrate, if (A) the
arbitration takes place or is intended to take
place in the United States, (B) the agreement
or award is or may be governed by a treaty or
other international agreement in force for the
United States calling for the recognition and
enforcement of arbitral awards, (C) the under-
lying claim, save for the agreement to arbi-
trate, could have been brought in a United
States court under this section or section 1607,
or (D) paragraph (1) of this subsection is other-
wise applicable; or

(7) not otherwise covered by paragraph (2), in
which money damages are sought against a
foreign state for personal injury or death that
was caused by an act of torture, extrajudicial
killing, aircraft sabotage, hostage taking, or
the provision of material support or resources
(as defined in section 2339A of title 18) for such
an act if such act or provision of material sup-
port is engaged in by an official, employee, or
agent of such foreign state while acting within
the scope of his or her office, employment, or
agency, except that the court shall decline to
hear a claim under this paragraph—

(A) if the foreign state was not designated
as a state sponsor of terrorism under section
6(j) of the Export Administration Act of 1979
(60 U.S.C. App. 2405(j)) or section 620A of the
Foreign Assistance Act of 1961 (22 U.S.C.
2371) at the time the act occurred, unless
later so designated as a result of such act or
the act is related to Case Number
1:00CV03110(EGS) in the United States Dis-
trict Court for the District of Columbia; and

(B) even if the foreign state is or was so
designated, if—

(i) the act occurred in the foreign state
against which the claim has been brought
and the claimant has not afforded the for-
eign state a reasonable opportunity to ar-
bitrate the claim in accordance with ac-
cepted international rules of arbitration;
or

(ii) neither the claimant nor the victim
was a national of the United States (as
that term is defined in section 101(a)(22) of
the Immigration and Nationality Act)
when the act upon which the claim is
based occurred.

(b) A foreign state shall not be immune from
the jurisdiction of the courts of the United
States in any case in which a suit in admiralty
is brought to enforce a maritime lien against a
vessel or cargo of the foreign state, which mari-
time lien is based upon a commercial activity of
the foreign state: Provided, That—

(1) notice of the suit is given by delivery of

a copy of the summons and of the complaint

to the person, or his agent, having possession

of the vessel or cargo against which the mari-
time lien is asserted; and if the vessel or cargo
is arrested pursuant to process obtained on be-
half of the party bringing the suit, the service
of process of arrest shall be deemed to con-
stitute valid delivery of such notice, but the
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party bringing the suit shall be liable for any
damages sustained by the foreign state as a re-
sult of the arrest if the party bringing the suit
had actual or constructive knowledge that the
vessel or cargo of a foreign state was involved;
and

(2) notice to the foreign state of the com-
mencement of suit as provided in section 1608
of this title is initiated within ten days either
of the delivery of notice as provided in para-
graph (1) of this subsection or, in the case of
a party who was unaware that the vessel or
cargo of a foreign state was involved, of the
date such party determined the existence of
the foreign state’s interest.

(c) Whenever notice is delivered under sub-
section (b)(1), the suit to enforce a maritime lien
shall thereafter proceed and shall be heard and
determined according to the principles of law
and rules of practice of suits in rem whenever it
appears that, had the vessel been privately
owned and possessed, a suit in rem might have
been maintained. A decree against the foreign
state may include costs of the suit and, if the
decree is for a money judgment, interest as or-
dered by the court, except that the court may
not award judgment against the foreign state in
an amount greater than the value of the vessel
or cargo upon which the maritime lien arose.
Such value shall be determined as of the time
notice is served under subsection (b)(1). Decrees
shall be subject to appeal and revision as pro-
vided in other cases of admiralty and maritime
jurisdiction. Nothing shall preclude the plaintiff
in any proper case from seeking relief in perso-
nam in the same action brought to enforce a
maritime lien as provided in this section.

(d) A foreign state shall not be immune from
the jurisdiction of the courts of the United
States in any action brought to foreclose a pre-
ferred mortgage, as defined in section 31301 of
title 46. Such action shall be brought, heard, and
determined in accordance with the provisions of
chapter 313 of title 46 and in accordance with the
principles of law and rules of practice of suits in
rem, whenever it appears that had the vessel
been privately owned and possessed a suit in
rem might have been maintained.

(e) For purposes of paragraph (7) of subsection
(a)—

(1) the terms ‘‘torture” and ‘‘extrajudicial
killing”’ have the meaning given those terms
in section 3 of the Torture Victim Protection
Act of 1991;

(2) the term ‘‘hostage taking’’ has the mean-
ing given that term in Article 1 of the Inter-
national Convention Against the Taking of
Hostages; and

(3) the term ‘‘aircraft sabotage’ has the
meaning given that term in Article 1 of the
Convention for the Suppression of Unlawful
Acts Against the Safety of Civil Aviation.

(f) No action shall be maintained under sub-
section (a)(7) unless the action is commenced
not later than 10 years after the date on which
the cause of action arose. All principles of equi-
table tolling, including the period during which
the foreign state was immune from suit, shall
apply in calculating this limitation period.

(g) LIMITATION ON DISCOVERY.—
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(1) IN GENERAL.—(A) Subject to paragraph
(2), if an action is filed that would otherwise
be barred by section 1604, but for subsection
(a)(T7), the court, upon request of the Attorney
General, shall stay any request, demand, or
order for discovery on the United States that
the Attorney General certifies would signifi-
cantly interfere with a criminal investigation
or prosecution, or a national security oper-
ation, related to the incident that gave rise to
the cause of action, until such time as the At-
torney General advises the court that such re-
quest, demand, or order will no longer so
interfere.

(B) A stay under this paragraph shall be in
effect during the 12-month period beginning on
the date on which the court issues the order to
stay discovery. The court shall renew the
order to stay discovery for additional 12-
month periods upon motion by the United
States if the Attorney General certifies that
discovery would significantly interfere with a
criminal investigation or prosecution, or a na-
tional security operation, related to the inci-
dent that gave rise to the cause of action.

(2) SUNSET.—(A) Subject to subparagraph
(B), no stay shall be granted or continued in
effect under paragraph (1) after the date that
is 10 years after the date on which the incident
that gave rise to the cause of action occurred.

(B) After the period referred to in subpara-
graph (A), the court, upon request of the At-
torney General, may stay any request, de-
mand, or order for discovery on the United
States that the court finds a substantial like-
lihood would—

(i) create a serious threat of death or seri-
ous bodily injury to any person;

(ii) adversely affect the ability of the
United States to work in cooperation with
foreign and international law enforcement
agencies in investigating violations of
United States law; or

(iii) obstruct the criminal case related to
the incident that gave rise to the cause of
action or undermine the potential for a con-
viction in such case.

(3) EVALUATION OF EVIDENCE.—The court’s
evaluation of any request for a stay under this
subsection filed by the Attorney General shall
be conducted ex parte and in camera.

(4) BAR ON MOTIONS TO DISMISS.—A stay of
discovery under this subsection shall con-
stitute a bar to the granting of a motion to
dismiss under rules 12(b)(6) and 56 of the Fed-
eral Rules of Civil Procedure.

(6) CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in this sub-
section shall prevent the United States from
seeking protective orders or asserting privi-
leges ordinarily available to the TUnited
States.

(Added Pub. L. 94-583, §4(a), Oct. 21, 1976, 90 Stat.
2892; amended Pub. L. 100-640, §1, Nov. 9, 1988, 102
Stat. 3333; Pub. L. 100-669, §2, Nov. 16, 1988, 102
Stat. 3969; Pub. L. 101-650, title III, §325(b)(8),
Dec. 1, 1990, 104 Stat. 5121; Pub. L. 104-132, title
II, §221(a), Apr. 24, 1996, 110 Stat. 1241; Pub. L.
105-11, Apr. 25, 1997, 111 Stat. 22; Pub. L. 107-77,
title VI, §626(c), Nov. 28, 2001, 115 Stat. 803; Pub.
L. 107-117, div. B, §208, Jan. 10, 2002, 115 Stat.
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2299; Pub. L. 109-304, §17(f)(2), Oct. 6, 2006, 120
Stat. 1708.)

REFERENCES IN TEXT

Section 101(a)(22) of the Immigration and Nationality
Act, referred to in subsec. (a)(7)(B)(ii), is classified to
section 1101(a)(22) of Title 8, Aliens and Nationality.

Section 3 of the Torture Victim Protection Act of
1991, referred to in subsec. (e)(1), is section 3 of Pub. L.
102-256, Mar. 12, 1992, 106 Stat. 73, which is set out in a
note under section 1350 of this title.

Rules 12(b)(6) and 56 of the Federal Rules of Civil Pro-
cedure, referred to in subsec. (g)(4), are set out in the
Appendix to this title.

AMENDMENTS

2006—Subsec. (d). Pub. L. 109-304 substituted ‘‘section
31301 of title 46 and ‘‘chapter 313 of title 46’ for ‘‘the
Ship Mortgage Act, 1920 (46 U.S.C. 911 and following)”’
and ‘‘that Act’’, respectively.

2002—Subsec. (a)(T)(A). Pub. L. 107-117 amended Pub.
L. 107-77. See 2001 Amendment note below.

2001—Subsec. (a)(T)(A). Pub. L. 107-77, as amended by
Pub. L. 107-117, inserted before semicolon ‘‘or the act is
related to Case Number 1:00CV03110(EGS) in the United
States District Court for the District of Columbia’.

1997—Subsec. (a)(T)(B)(ii). Pub. L. 105-11 substituted
“neither the claimant nor the victim was’ for ‘“‘the
claimant or victim was not’’.

1996—Subsec. (a)(7). Pub. L. 104-132, §221(a)(1), added
par. (7).

Subsecs. (e) to (g). Pub. L. 104-132, §221(a)(2), added
subsecs. (e) to (g).

1990—Subsec. (a)(6). Pub. L.
‘“‘state’ for ‘“‘State’’ after ‘‘foreign’.

1988—Subsec. (a)(6). Pub. L. 100-669 added par. (6).

Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 100-702, §1(3), struck out at end
‘“Whenever notice is delivered under subsection (b)(1) of
this section, the maritime lien shall thereafter be
deemed to be an in personam claim against the foreign
state which at that time owns the vessel or cargo in-
volved: Provided, That a court may not award judgment
against the foreign state in an amount greater than the
value of the vessel or cargo upon which the maritime
lien arose, such value to be determined as of the time
notice is served under subsection (b)(1) of this section.”

Subsec. (b)(1). Pub. L. 100-640, §1(1), substituted ‘‘and
if the vessel or cargo is arrested pursuant to process ob-
tained on behalf of the party bringing the suit, the
service of process of arrest shall be deemed to con-
stitute valid delivery of such notice, but the party
bringing the suit shall be liable for any damages sus-
tained by the foreign state as a result of the arrest if
the party bringing the suit had actual or constructive
knowledge that the vessel or cargo of a foreign state
was involved” for ‘“‘but such notice shall not be deemed
to have been delivered, nor may it thereafter be deliv-
ered, if the vessel or cargo is arrested pursuant to proc-
ess obtained on behalf of the party bringing the suit—
unless the party was unaware that the vessel or cargo
of a foreign state was involved, in which event the serv-
ice of process of arrest shall be deemed to constitute
valid delivery of such notice’.

Subsec. (b)(2). Pub. L. 100-640, §1(2), substituted
“‘paragraph (1) of this subsection’ for ‘‘subsection (b)(1)
of this section”.

Subsecs. (¢), (d). Pub. L. 100-702, §1(3), added subsecs.
(c) and (d).

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1997 AMENDMENT

Pub. L. 105-11 provided that the amendment made by
that Act was effective with respect to any cause of ac-
tion arising before, on, or after Apr. 25, 1997.

101-650 substituted

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1996 AMENDMENT

Section 221(c) of title II of Pub. L. 104-132 provided
that: “The amendments made by this subtitle [subtitle
B (§221) of title II of Pub. L. 104-132, amending this sec-
tion and section 1610 of this title] shall apply to any
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cause of action arising before, on, or after the date of
the enactment of this Act [Apr. 24, 1996].”’

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1988 AMENDMENT

Section 3 of Pub. L. 100-640 provided that: ‘““The
amendments made by this Act [amending this section
and section 1610 of this title] shall apply to actions
commenced on or after the date of the enactment of
this Act [Nov. 9, 1988].”

CIVIL LIABILITY FOR ACTS OF STATE SPONSORED
TERRORISM

Pub. L. 104-208, div. A, title I, §101(c) [title V, §589],
Sept. 30, 1996, 110 Stat. 3009-121, 3009-172, provided that:

‘‘(a) an [sic] official, employee, or agent of a foreign
state designated as a state sponsor of terrorism des-
ignated [sic] under section 6(j) of the Export Adminis-
tration Act of 1979 [60 U.S.C. App. 2405(j)] while acting
within the scope of his or her office, employment, or
agency shall be liable to a United States national or
the national’s legal representative for personal injury
or death caused by acts of that official, employee, or
agent for which the courts of the United States may
maintain jurisdiction under section 1605(a)(7) of title
28, United States Code, for money damages which may
include economic damages, solatium, pain, and suffer-
ing, and punitive damages if the acts were among those
described in section 1605(a)(7).

“(b) Provisions related to statute of limitations and
limitations on discovery that would apply to an action
brought under 28 U.S.C. 1605(f) and (g) shall also apply
to actions brought under this section. No action shall
be maintained under this action [sic] if an official, em-
ployee, or agent of the United States, while acting
within the scope of his or her office, employment, or
agency would not be liable for such acts if carried out
within the United States.”

§1606. Extent of liability

As to any claim for relief with respect to
which a foreign state is not entitled to immu-
nity under section 1605 or 1607 of this chapter,
the foreign state shall be liable in the same
manner and to the same extent as a private indi-
vidual under like circumstances; but a foreign
state except for an agency or instrumentality
thereof shall not be liable for punitive damages;
if, however, in any case wherein death was
caused, the law of the place where the action or
omission occurred provides, or has been con-
strued to provide, for damages only punitive in
nature, the foreign state shall be liable for ac-
tual or compensatory damages measured by the
pecuniary injuries resulting from such death
which were incurred by the persons for whose
benefit the action was brought.

(Added Pub. L. 94-583, §4(a), Oct. 21, 1976, 90 Stat.
2894; amended Pub. L. 105-277, div. A, §101(h)
[title I, §117(b)], Oct. 21, 1998, 112 Stat. 2681-480,
2681-491; Pub. L. 106-386, div. C, §2002(g)(2), for-
merly §2002(f)(2), Oct. 28, 2000, 114 Stat. 1543, re-
numbered §2002(g)(2), Pub. L. 107-297, title II,
§201(c)(3), Nov. 26, 2002, 116 Stat. 2337.)

AMENDMENTS

2000—Pub. L. 106-386, §2002(g)(2), formerly §2002(f)(2),
as renumbered by Pub. L. 107-297, which directed repeal
of section 101(h) [title I, §117(b)] of div. A of Pub. L.
105-277, was executed by striking out ¢, except any ac-
tion under section 1605(a)(7) or 1610(f)”’ after ‘‘punitive
damages’, to reflect the probable intent of Congress.
See 1998 Amendment note below.

1998—Pub. L. 105-277 inserted ‘¢, except any action
under section 1605(a)(7) or 1610(f)” after ‘‘punitive dam-
ages’’.
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EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1998 AMENDMENT

Amendment by Pub. L. 105-277 applicable to any
claim for which a foreign state is not immune under
section 1605(a)(7) of this title arising before, on, or after
Oct. 21, 1998, see section 101(h) [title I, §117(c)] of Pub.
L. 105-277, set out as a note under section 1610 of this
title.

§1607. Counterclaims

In any action brought by a foreign state, or in
which a foreign state intervenes, in a court of
the United States or of a State, the foreign state
shall not be accorded immunity with respect to
any counterclaim—

(a) for which a foreign state would not be en-
titled to immunity under section 1605 of this
chapter had such claim been brought in a sep-
arate action against the foreign state; or

(b) arising out of the transaction or occur-
rence that is the subject matter of the claim
of the foreign state; or

(c) to the extent that the counterclaim does
not seek relief exceeding in amount or differ-
ing in kind from that sought by the foreign
state.

(Added Pub. L. 94-583, §4(a), Oct. 21, 1976, 90 Stat.
2894.)

§ 1608. Service; time to answer; default

(a) Service in the courts of the United States
and of the States shall be made upon a foreign
state or political subdivision of a foreign state:

(1) by delivery of a copy of the summons and
complaint in accordance with any special ar-
rangement for service between the plaintiff
and the foreign state or political subdivision;
or

(2) if no special arrangement exists, by deliv-
ery of a copy of the summons and complaint in
accordance with an applicable international
convention on service of judicial documents;
or

(3) if service cannot be made under para-
graphs (1) or (2), by sending a copy of the sum-
mons and complaint and a notice of suit, to-
gether with a translation of each into the offi-
cial language of the foreign state, by any form
of mail requiring a signed receipt, to be ad-
dressed and dispatched by the clerk of the
court to the head of the ministry of foreign af-
fairs of the foreign state concerned, or

(4) if service cannot be made within 30 days
under paragraph (3), by sending two copies of
the summons and complaint and a notice of
suit, together with a translation of each into
the official language of the foreign state, by
any form of mail requiring a signed receipt, to
be addressed and dispatched by the clerk of
the court to the Secretary of State in Wash-
ington, District of Columbia, to the attention
of the Director of Special Consular Services—
and the Secretary shall transmit one copy of
the papers through diplomatic channels to the
foreign state and shall send to the clerk of the
court a certified copy of the diplomatic note
indicating when the papers were transmitted.

As used in this subsection, a ‘‘notice of suit”
shall mean a notice addressed to a foreign state
and in a form prescribed by the Secretary of
State by regulation.
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(b) Service in the courts of the United States
and of the States shall be made upon an agency
or instrumentality of a foreign state:

(1) by delivery of a copy of the summons and
complaint in accordance with any special ar-
rangement for service between the plaintiff
and the agency or instrumentality; or

(2) if no special arrangement exists, by deliv-
ery of a copy of the summons and complaint
either to an officer, a managing or general
agent, or to any other agent authorized by ap-
pointment or by law to receive service of proc-
ess in the United States; or in accordance with
an applicable international convention on
service of judicial documents; or

(3) if service cannot be made under para-
graphs (1) or (2), and if reasonably calculated
to give actual notice, by delivery of a copy of
the summons and complaint, together with a
translation of each into the official language
of the foreign state—

(A) as directed by an authority of the for-
eign state or political subdivision in re-
sponse to a letter rogatory or request or

(B) by any form of mail requiring a signed
receipt, to be addressed and dispatched by
the clerk of the court to the agency or in-
strumentality to be served, or

(C) as directed by order of the court con-
sistent with the law of the place where serv-
ice is to be made.

(c) Service shall be deemed to have been
made—

(1) in the case of service under subsection
(a)(4), as of the date of transmittal indicated
in the certified copy of the diplomatic note;
and

(2) in any other case under this section, as of
the date of receipt indicated in the certifi-
cation, signed and returned postal receipt, or
other proof of service applicable to the method
of service employed.

(d) In any action brought in a court of the
United States or of a State, a foreign state, a po-
litical subdivision thereof, or an agency or in-
strumentality of a foreign state shall serve an
answer or other responsive pleading to the com-
plaint within sixty days after service has been
made under this section.

(e) No judgment by default shall be entered by
a court of the United States or of a State
against a foreign state, a political subdivision
thereof, or an agency or instrumentality of a
foreign state, unless the claimant establishes
his claim or right to relief by evidence satisfac-
tory to the court. A copy of any such default
judgment shall be sent to the foreign state or
political subdivision in the manner prescribed
for service in this section.

(Added Pub. L. 94-583, §4(a), Oct. 21, 1976, 90 Stat.
2894.)

§1609. Immunity from attachment and execution
of property of a foreign state

Subject to existing international agreements
to which the United States is a party at the
time of enactment of this Act the property in
the United States of a foreign state shall be im-
mune from attachment arrest and execution ex-
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cept as provided in sections 1610 and 1611 of this
chapter.

(Added Pub. L. 94-583, §4(a), Oct. 21, 1976, 90 Stat.
2895.)

REFERENCES IN TEXT

The time of enactment of this Act, referred to in
text, probably means the time of enactment of Pub. L.
94-583, which was approved Oct. 21, 1976.

§1610. Exceptions to the immunity from attach-
ment or execution

(a) The property in the United States of a for-
eign state, as defined in section 1603(a) of this
chapter, used for a commercial activity in the
United States, shall not be immune from attach-
ment in aid of execution, or from execution,
upon a judgment entered by a court of the
United States or of a State after the effective
date of this Act, if—

(1) the foreign state has waived its immu-
nity from attachment in aid of execution or
from execution either explicitly or by implica-
tion, notwithstanding any withdrawal of the
waiver the foreign state may purport to effect
except in accordance with the terms of the
waiver, or

(2) the property is or was used for the com-
mercial activity upon which the claim is
based, or

(3) the execution relates to a judgment es-
tablishing rights in property which has been
taken in violation of international law or
which has been exchanged for property taken
in violation of international law, or

(4) the execution relates to a judgment es-
tablishing rights in property—

(A) which is acquired by succession or gift,
or
(B) which is immovable and situated in the

United States: Provided, That such property

is not used for purposes of maintaining a

diplomatic or consular mission or the resi-

dence of the Chief of such mission, or

(5) the property consists of any contractual
obligation or any proceeds from such a con-
tractual obligation to indemnify or hold harm-
less the foreign state or its employees under a
policy of automobile or other liability or cas-
ualty insurance covering the claim which
merged into the judgment, or

(6) the judgment is based on an order con-
firming an arbitral award rendered against the
foreign state, provided that attachment in aid
of execution, or execution, would not be incon-
sistent with any provision in the arbitral
agreement, or

(7) the judgment relates to a claim for which
the foreign state is not immune under section
1605(a)(7), regardless of whether the property
is or was involved with the act upon which the
claim is based.

(b) In addition to subsection (a), any property
in the United States of an agency or instrumen-
tality of a foreign state engaged in commercial
activity in the United States shall not be im-
mune from attachment in aid of execution, or
from execution, upon a judgment entered by a
court of the United States or of a State after the
effective date of this Act, if—
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(1) the agency or instrumentality has waived
its immunity from attachment in aid of execu-
tion or from execution either explicitly or im-
plicitly, notwithstanding any withdrawal of
the waiver the agency or instrumentality may
purport to effect except in accordance with
the terms of the waiver, or

(2) the judgment relates to a claim for which
the agency or instrumentality is not immune
by virtue of section 1605(a)(2), (3), (5), or (7), or
1605(b) of this chapter, regardless of whether
the property is or was involved in the act upon
which the claim is based.

(c) No attachment or execution referred to in
subsections (a) and (b) of this section shall be
permitted until the court has ordered such at-
tachment and execution after having deter-
mined that a reasonable period of time has
elapsed following the entry of judgment and the
giving of any notice required under section
1608(e) of this chapter.

(d) The property of a foreign state, as defined
in section 1603(a) of this chapter, used for a com-
mercial activity in the United States, shall not
be immune from attachment prior to the entry
of judgment in any action brought in a court of
the United States or of a State, or prior to the
elapse of the period of time provided in sub-
section (c) of this section, if—

(1) the foreign state has explicitly waived its
immunity from attachment prior to judgment,
notwithstanding any withdrawal of the waiver
the foreign state may purport to effect except
in accordance with the terms of the waiver,
and

(2) the purpose of the attachment is to se-
cure satisfaction of a judgment that has been
or may ultimately be entered against the for-
eign state, and not to obtain jurisdiction.

(e) The vessels of a foreign state shall not be
immune from arrest in rem, interlocutory sale,
and execution in actions brought to foreclose a
preferred mortgage as provided in section
1605(d).

(f)(1)(A) Notwithstanding any other provision
of law, including but not limited to section 208(f)
of the Foreign Missions Act (22 U.S.C. 4308(f)),
and except as provided in subparagraph (B), any
property with respect to which financial trans-
actions are prohibited or regulated pursuant to
section 5(b) of the Trading with the Enemy Act
(60 U.S.C. App. 5(b)), section 620(a) of the For-
eign Assistance Act of 1961 (22 U.S.C. 2370(a)),
sections 202 and 203 of the International Emer-
gency Economic Powers Act (60 U.S.C. 1701-1702),
or any other proclamation, order, regulation, or
license issued pursuant thereto, shall be subject
to execution or attachment in aid of execution
of any judgment relating to a claim for which a
foreign state (including any agency or instru-
mentality or such state) claiming such property
is not immune under section 1605(a)(7).

(B) Subparagraph (A) shall not apply if, at the
time the property is expropriated or seized by
the foreign state, the property has been held in
title by a natural person or, if held in trust, has
been held for the benefit of a natural person or
persons.

(2)(A) At the request of any party in whose
favor a judgment has been issued with respect to

TITLE 28—JUDICIARY AND JUDICIAL PROCEDURE

§1610

a claim for which the foreign state is not im-
mune under section 1605(a)(7), the Secretary of
the Treasury and the Secretary of State should
make every effort to fully, promptly, and effec-
tively assist any judgment creditor or any court
that has issued any such judgment in identify-
ing, locating, and executing against the prop-
erty of that foreign state or any agency or in-
strumentality of such state.
(B) In providing such assistance, the Secretar-
ies—
(i) may provide such information to the
court under seal; and
(ii) should make every effort to provide the
information in a manner sufficient to allow
the court to direct the United States Mar-
shall’s office to promptly and effectively exe-
cute against that property.

(3) WAIVER.—The President may waive any
provision of paragraph (1) in the interest of na-
tional security.

(Added Pub. L. 94-583, § 4(a), Oct. 21, 1976, 90
Stat. 2896; amended Pub. L. 100-640, §2, Nov. 9,
1988, 102 Stat. 3333; Pub. L. 100-669, §3, Nov. 16,
1988, 102 Stat. 3969; Pub. L. 101-650, title III,
§325(b)(9), Dec. 1, 1990, 104 Stat. 5121; Pub. L.
104-132, title II, §221(b), Apr. 24, 1996, 110 Stat.
1242; Pub. L. 105-277, div. A, §101(h) [title I,
§117(a)], Oct. 21, 1998, 112 Stat. 2681-480, 2681-491;
Pub. L. 106-386, div. C, §2002(g)(1), formerly
§2002(f)(1), Oct. 28, 2000, 114 Stat. 15643, renum-
bered §2002(g)(1), Pub. L. 107-297, title II,
§201(c)(3), Nov. 26, 2002, 116 Stat. 2337.)

REFERENCES IN TEXT

The effective date of this Act, referred to in subsecs.
(a) and (b), is 90 days after Oct. 21, 1976, see section 8
of Pub. L. 94-583, set out as an Effective Date note
under section 1602 of this title.

AMENDMENTS

2000—Subsec. (£)(2)(A), (B)@i). Pub. L. 106-386,
§2002(2)(1)(A), formerly §2002(f)(1)(A), as renumbered by
Pub. L. 107-297, substituted ‘‘should make every effort
to” for ‘‘shall”.

Subsec. (f)(3). Pub. L. 106-386, §2002(g)(1)(B), formerly
§2002(£)(1)(B), as renumbered by Pub. L. 107-297, added
par. (3).

1998—Subsec. (f). Pub. L. 105-277 added subsec. (f).

1996—Subsec. (a)(7). Pub. L. 104-132, §221(b)(1), added
par. (7).

Subsec. (b)(2). Pub. L. 104-132, §221(b)(2), substituted
‘(5), or (7),” for ‘“‘or (b),” and ‘‘involved in the act” for
‘‘used for the activity’’.

1990—Subsecs. (a)(6), (e). Pub. L. 101-650 substituted
‘“‘state’ for ‘“‘State’ after ‘‘foreign’.

1988—Subsec. (a)(6). Pub. L. 100-669 added par. (6).

Subsec. (e). Pub. L. 100-640 added subsec. (e).

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1998 AMENDMENT

Pub. L. 105-277, div. A, §101(h) [title I, §117(c)], Oct. 21,
1998, 112 Stat. 2681-480, 2681-491, provided that: ‘“The
amendments made by subsections (a) and (b) [amending
this section and section 1606 of this title] shall apply to
any claim for which a foreign state is not immune
under section 1605(a)(7) of title 28, United States Code,
arising before, on, or after the date of enactment of
this Act [Oct. 21, 1998].”

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1996 AMENDMENT

Amendment by Pub. L. 104-132 applicable to any
cause of action arising before, on, or after Apr. 24, 1996,
see section 221(c) of Pub. L. 104-132, set out as a note
under section 1605 of this title.
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EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1988 AMENDMENT

Amendment by Pub. L. 100-640 applicable to actions
commenced on or after Nov. 9, 1988, see section 3 of
Pub. L. 100-640, set out as a note under section 1605 of
this title.

SATISFACTION OF JUDGMENTS FROM BLOCKED ASSETS
OF TERRORISTS, TERRORIST ORGANIZATIONS, AND
STATE SPONSORS OF TERRORISM

Pub. L. 107-297, title II, §201(a), (b), (d), Nov. 26, 2002,
116 Stat. 2337, 2339, provided that:

‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.—Notwithstanding any other provi-
sion of law, and except as provided in subsection (b), in
every case in which a person has obtained a judgment
against a terrorist party on a claim based upon an act
of terrorism, or for which a terrorist party is not im-
mune under section 1605(a)(7) of title 28, United States
Code, the blocked assets of that terrorist party (includ-
ing the blocked assets of any agency or instrumental-
ity of that terrorist party) shall be subject to execution
or attachment in aid of execution in order to satisfy
such judgment to the extent of any compensatory dam-
ages for which such terrorist party has been adjudged
liable.

““(b) PRESIDENTIAL WAIVER.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Subject to paragraph (2), upon de-
termining on an asset-by-asset basis that a waiver is
necessary in the national security interest, the Presi-
dent may waive the requirements of subsection (a) in
connection with (and prior to the enforcement of) any
judicial order directing attachment in aid of execu-
tion or execution against any property subject to the
Vienna Convention on Diplomatic Relations or the
Vienna Convention on Consular Relations.

‘“(2) EXCEPTION.—A waiver under this subsection
shall not apply to—

‘“(A) property subject to the Vienna Convention
on Diplomatic Relations or the Vienna Convention
on Consular Relations that has been used by the
United States for any nondiplomatic purpose (in-
cluding use as rental property), or the proceeds of
such use; or

‘“(B) the proceeds of any sale or transfer for value
to a third party of any asset subject to the Vienna
Convention on Diplomatic Relations or the Vienna
Convention on Consular Relations.

‘‘(d) DEFINITIONS.—In this section, the following defi-
nitions shall apply:

‘(1) ACT OF TERRORISM.—The term ‘act of terrorism’
means—

‘“(A) any act or event certified under section
102(1) [Pub. L. 107-297, set out in a note under sec-
tion 6701 of Title 15, Commerce and Trade]; or

‘(B) to the extent not covered by subparagraph
(A), any terrorist activity (as defined in section
212(a)(3)(B)(iii) of the Immigration and Nationality
Act (8 U.S.C. 1182(a)(3)(B)(iii))).
‘(2) BLOCKED ASSET.—The term

means—

‘“(A) any asset seized or frozen by the United
States under section 5(b) of the Trading With the
Enemy Act (50 U.S.C. App. 5(b)) or under sections
202 and 203 of the International Emergency Eco-
nomic Powers Act (60 U.S.C. 1701; 1702); and

‘(B) does not include property that—

‘(i) is subject to a license issued by the United

States Government for final payment, transfer, or

disposition by or to a person subject to the juris-

diction of the United States in connection with a

transaction for which the issuance of such license

has been specifically required by statute other
than the International Emergency Economic

Powers Act (60 U.S.C. 1701 et seq.) or the United

Nations Participation Act of 1945 (22 U.S.C. 287 et

seq.); or

‘“(ii) in the case of property subject to the Vi-
enna Convention on Diplomatic Relations or the

Vienna Convention on Consular Relations, or that

enjoys equivalent privileges and immunities

‘blocked asset’
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under the law of the United States, is being used
exclusively for diplomatic or consular purposes.

‘(3) CERTAIN PROPERTY.—The term ‘property sub-
ject to the Vienna Convention on Diplomatic Rela-
tions or the Vienna Convention on Consular Rela-
tions’ and the term ‘asset subject to the Vienna Con-
vention on Diplomatic Relations or the Vienna Con-
vention on Consular Relations’ mean any property or
asset, respectively, the attachment in aid of execu-
tion or execution of which would result in a violation
of an obligation of the United States under the Vi-
enna Convention on Diplomatic Relations or the Vi-
enna Convention on Consular Relations, as the case
may be.

‘“(4) TERRORIST PARTY.—The term ‘terrorist party’
means a terrorist, a terrorist organization (as defined
in section 212(a)(3)(B)(vi) of the Immigration and Na-
tionality Act (8 U.S.C. 1182(a)(3)(B)(vi))), or a foreign
state designated as a state sponsor of terrorism under
section 6(j) of the Export Administration Act of 1979
(50 U.S.C. App. 2405(j)) or section 620A of the Foreign
Assistance Act of 1961 (22 U.S.C. 2371).”

WAIVER OF EXCEPTION TO IMMUNITY FROM
ATTACHMENT OR EXECUTION

Pub. L. 1056-277, div. A, §101(h) [title I, §117(d)], Oct.
21, 1998, 112 Stat. 2681-480, 2681-492, which authorized
the President to waive the requirements of section
101(h) [title I, §117] of Pub. L. 105-277, which amended
this section and section 1606 of this title and enacted
provisions set out as a note above, in the interest of na-
tional security, was repealed by Pub. L. 106-386, div. C,
§2002(g)(2), formerly §2002(f)(2), Oct. 28, 2000, 114 Stat.
15643, renumbered §2002(g)(2), Pub. L. 107-297, title II,
§201(c)(3), Nov. 26, 2002, 116 Stat. 2337.

Determination of President of the United States, No.
99-1, Oct. 21, 1998, 64 F.R. 59201, which provided for
waiver of requirements of section 101(h) [title I, §117(b)]
of div. A of Pub. L. 105-277, relating to blocked property
of terrorist-list states, was superseded by Determina-
tion of President of the United States, No. 2001-3, Oct.
28, 2000, 65 F.R. 66483, set out below.

DETERMINATION TO WAIVE ATTACHMENT PROVISIONS RE-
LATING TO BLOCKED PROPERTY OF TERRORIST-LIST
STATES

Determination of President of the United States, No.
2001-3, Oct. 28, 2000, 65 F.R. 66483, provided:

Memorandum for the Secretary of State [and] the
Secretary of the Treasury

By the authority vested in me as President by the
Constitution and laws of the United States of America,
including section 2002(f) [now 2002(g)] of H.R. 3244, ‘‘Vic-
tims of Trafficking and Violence Protection Act of
2000,”” (approved October 28, 2000) [section 2002(g) of
Pub. L. 106-386, amending this section and section 1606
of this title and repealing provisions set out as a note
above], I hereby determine that subsection (f)(1) of sec-
tion 1610 of title 28, United States Code, which provides
that any property with respect to which financial
transactions are prohibited or regulated pursuant to
section 5(b) of the Trading with the Enemy Act (50
U.S.[C.] App. 5(b)[)], section 620(a) of the Foreign As-
sistance Act of 1961 (22 U.S.C. 2370(a)), sections 202 and
203 of the International Emergency Economic Powers
Act (60 U.S.C. 1701-1702), and proclamations, orders,
regulations, and licenses issued pursuant thereto, be
subject to execution or attachment in aid of execution
of any judgment relating to a claim for which a foreign
state claiming such property is not immune from the
jurisdiction of courts of the United States or of the
States under section 1605(a)(7) of title 28, United States
Code, would impede the ability of the President to con-
duct foreign policy in the interest of national security
and would, in particular, impede the effectiveness of
such prohibitions and regulations upon financial trans-
actions. Therefore, pursuant to section 2002(f) [now
2002(g)] of H.R. 3244, the ‘“‘Victim’s of Trafficking and
Violence Protection Act of 2000, I hereby waive sub-
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section (f)(1) of section 1610 of title 28, United States
Code, in the interest of national security. This waiver,
together with the amendment of subsection (f)(2) of the
Foreign Sovereign Immunities Act [probably means
subsec. (f)(2) of this section] and the repeal of the sub-
section (b) of section 117 of the Treasury and General
Government Appropriations Act, 1999 [section 101(h)
[title I, §117(b)] of div. A of Pub. L. 105277, amending
section 1606 of this title], supersedes my prior waiver of
the requirements of subsections (a) and (b) of said sec-
tion 117 [amending this section and section 1606 of this
title], executed on October 21, 1998 [former Determina-
tion of President of the United States, No. 99-1, Oct. 21,
1998, 64 F.R. 59201].

The Secretary of State is authorized and directed to
publish this determination in the Federal Register.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON.

§1611. Certain types of property immune from
execution

(a) Notwithstanding the provisions of section
1610 of this chapter, the property of those orga-
nizations designated by the President as being
entitled to enjoy the privileges, exemptions, and
immunities provided by the International Orga-
nizations Immunities Act shall not be subject to
attachment or any other judicial process imped-
ing the disbursement of funds to, or on the order
of, a foreign state as the result of an action
brought in the courts of the United States or of
the States.

(b) Notwithstanding the provisions of section
1610 of this chapter, the property of a foreign
state shall be immune from attachment and
from execution, if—

(1) the property is that of a foreign central
bank or monetary authority held for its own
account, unless such bank or authority, or its
parent foreign government, has explicitly
waived its immunity from attachment in aid
of execution, or from execution, notwithstand-
ing any withdrawal of the waiver which the
bank, authority or government may purport
to effect except in accordance with the terms
of the waiver; or

(2) the property is, or is intended to be, used
in connection with a military activity and

(A) is of a military character, or
(B) is under the control of a military au-
thority or defense agency.

(c) Notwithstanding the provisions of section
1610 of this chapter, the property of a foreign
state shall be immune from attachment and
from execution in an action brought under sec-
tion 302 of the Cuban Liberty and Democratic
Solidarity (LIBERTAD) Act of 1996 to the extent
that the property is a facility or installation
used by an accredited diplomatic mission for of-
ficial purposes.

(Added Pub. L. 94-583, §4(a), Oct. 21, 1976, 90 Stat.
2897, amended Pub. L. 104-114, title III, §302(e),
Mar. 12, 1996, 110 Stat. 818.)

REFERENCES IN TEXT

The International Organizations Immunities Act, re-
ferred to in subsec. (a), is title I of act Dec. 29, 1945, ch.
652, 59 Stat. 669, as amended, which is classified prin-
cipally to subchapter XVIII (§288 et seq.) of chapter 7 of
Title 22, Foreign Relations and Intercourse. For com-
plete classification of this Act to the Code, see Short
Title note set out under section 288 of Title 22 and
Tables.
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Section 302 of the Cuban Liberty and Democratic Sol-
idarity (LIBERTAD) Act of 1996, referred to in subsec.
(c), is section 302 of Pub. L. 104-114, which amended this
section and enacted section 6082 of Title 22, Foreign Re-
lations and Intercourse.

AMENDMENTS
1996—Subsec. (¢). Pub. L. 104-114 added subsec. (c).
EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1996 AMENDMENT

Amendment by Pub. L. 104-114 effective Aug. 1, 1996,
or date determined pursuant to suspension authority of
President under section 6085(b) or (c) of Title 22, For-
eign Relations and Intercourse, see section 6085 of Title
22.

CHAPTER 99—GENERAL PROVISIONS

Sec.

1631. Transfer to cure want of jurisdiction.

§1631. Transfer to cure want of jurisdiction

Whenever a civil action is filed in a court as
defined in section 610 of this title or an appeal,
including a petition for review of administrative
action, is noticed for or filed with such a court
and that court finds that there is a want of ju-
risdiction, the court shall, if it is in the interest
of justice, transfer such action or appeal to any
other such court in which the action or appeal
could have been brought at the time it was filed
or noticed, and the action or appeal shall pro-
ceed as if it had been filed in or noticed for the
court to which it is transferred on the date upon
which it was actually filed in or noticed for the
court from which it is transferred.

(Added Pub. L. 97-164, title III, §301(a), Apr. 2,
1982, 96 Stat. 55.)

EFFECTIVE DATE

Section effective Oct. 1, 1982, see section 402 of Pub.
L. 97-164, set out as an Effective Date of 1982 Amend-
ment note under section 171 of this title.

PART V—PROCEDURE

Chap. Sec.
111. General Provisions ..., 1651
113. Process 1691
114. Class Actions 1711
115. Evidence; Documentary ........ccceeeees 1731
117. Evidence; Depositions . . 1781
119. Evidence; Witnesses .......cccceccrrnneecccces 1821
121  Juries; Trial by Jury ... 1861
123. Fees and Costs 1911
125. Pending Actions and Judgments ... 1961
127. Executions and Judicial Sales ......... 2001
129. Moneys Paid into Court ......c..ccueeee. 2041
131. Rules of Courts 2071
133. Review—Miscellaneous Provisions 2101

AMENDMENTS

2005—Pub. L. 109-2, §3(b), Feb. 18, 2005, 119 Stat. 9,
added item for chapter 114.

CHAPTER 111—GENERAL PROVISIONS

Sec.

1651. Writs.

1652. State laws as rules of decision.

1653. Amendment of pleadings to show jurisdiction.
1654. Appearance personally or by counsel.

1655. Lien enforcement; absent defendants.

1656. Creation of new district or division or trans-

fer of territory; lien enforcement.
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